Genetic testing for familial cancer. The French National Report (year 2003).
Since 2002, hereditary cancer gene testing has been funded at the national level in France. Here we report on the impact of this funding on the number of tests carried out and specify the genes/syndromes on which these tests focus. All French laboratory facilities funded had to submit a report on their activities to the French Health Ministry in March 2004. Funding has led to an increase of >344% in the number of tests carried out between the years 2000 and 2003. For every 100,000 inhabitants, 16.02 cases with a familial cancer syndrome (index cases subjected to 'diagnostic genetic testing') and 4.44 relatives of an index case with a proven mutation were tested. The overall mutation detection rate was 15.2% in the case of breast cancer genes and 17.2% in that of mismatch repair genes. In France, the current mutation detection rate is high in comparison with the 10% benchmark level. A further increase can be expected to occur in the number of tests carried out in the future.